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Abstract : 
Profession: Oro-maxillo-facial physiotherapist 

The profession of masseur-physiotherapist dates back to 1946. The curriculum 

begins with a PASS or STAPS degree with a health option, followed by four years at 

an IFMK. The teaching is theoretical and practical with many internships, including 

private practice placements. The studies are validated by a thesis. The diploma 

obtained is a state diploma (DE) 

The skills in OMF physiotherapy are acquired in post-graduate training. OMF 

physiotherapy is prescribed. Rehabilitation is understood as a series of sessions 

preceded by a 1st session, the kinesitherapic diagnostic assessment (BDK). The 

BDK is the examination of the patient's praxis capacities. The following are studied: 



ventilation, swallowing, chewing, olfaction, phonation, non-verbal communication, 

mandibular function and postural attitude. In rehabilitation, the OMF physiotherapist 

will use a demonstrative teaching method based on anatomical models, mouth 

puppets, diagrams, video-controlled scenarios... Kindness and an encouraging 

attitude are essential to accompany the patient in his progress. 

 

Profession: Speech and language therapist 

The first certificates of study in speech and language therapy were issued in France 

in 1955 under the impetus of Suzanne Borel-Maisonny, the founder of this specialty, 

and a specialist in the rehabilitation of children with cleft palates. The speech and 

language therapist, who holds a certificate of competence (5 years of post-

baccalaureate studies), works with people who are likely to have communication, 

language, other cognitive activities and oro-myofacial disorders. He works on medical 

prescription and conducts his rehabilitation after making his diagnosis during the 

assessment that he conducts. He works with patients of all ages and rehabilitates 

phonation disorders linked to velo-pharyngeal dysfunction, velo-tubo-tympanic 

disorders, oro-facial functions and swallowing disorders. The rehabilitation of the oro-

my-facial functions requires devices for the evaluation and rehabilitation of the velo-

pharyngeal function, the voice and the facial musculature.  

 

Profession: Osteopath-Kinesiotherapist 

The profession was born at the end of the 19th century in the USA. Dr. Still proposed 

another way of treating, "manual", through the study of anatomy and nature. 

Osteopathy is practiced today by osteopathic physicians, osteopathic 

physiotherapists, and osteopaths who are mono-members. Osteopathic practice is 

medical in the United States, academic in England and in many countries in Europe, 

except France. 

The training is characterized by the learning of the fundamental subjects, the 

perception of the body and the gesture. Apart from the currents within osteopathy, we 

identify: A diagnosis and a treatment mainly manual. The systemic approach and the 

singularity of the patient. Confidence in the patient's ability to self-regulate and an 

identification between life and movement within the environment. It is optimizing 

health through the functionality of the body, which calls for multidisciplinarity. OMF 

treatments illustrate this therapeutic approach 


